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DOUBLE THE BENEFITS — DOUBLE THE FUN
The Benefits of USNSCC and NJROTC
Written by: Andrew Briggs, PO1, USNSCC & c/ENS, NJROTC
Boca Delray, Florida (2006 NAS Kingsville Ceremonial School LPO)

What is the use of being in two Navy oriented programs? That is the question
that has been asked many times. It is true that the United States Navy sponsors
both the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps and the Naval Junior Reserves
Officer Training Corps; however, they both offer something unique that the other
doesn’t. Being in both of these outstanding programs gives a young adult the
best the two programs have to offer.

First off, the benefits of Sea Cadets are awe-inspiring alone. The advanced
trainings offer experiences that no other organizations offer. These experiences
can range anywhere from driving a 42’ Coast Guard Cutter in Maine to water
survival training in Portsmouth, England, to training with Navy Ceremonial
Guardsmen in Texas. The Sea Cadets present the ability to live on military bases
in other states and even in other countries. While on the base, the cadets not
only acquire the knowledge given by the instructors, but also knowledge on life
on a military base through observations.

NJROTC gives the opportunity to exercise constant military discipline on a
day-to-day basis. By being exposed to a military-like surrounding everyday at
school, students learn how to keep their bearing. This bearing is tested during
the extensive training in military drill. The students that are open to learning are
given the opportunity to have far-reaching knowledge on the United States Marine
Corps Drill and Ceremonies Manuel. Also, to accomplish its main goal of promoting
better citizenship, the current event lessons give students in NJROTC an in-depth
awareness of the happenings of the environment surrounding them.

By being in both of these programs, not only does one get the benefits
named above, but many others. Self-discipline is a quality that is taught in both
programs. Also, a comprehension of military and civilian history is available in
both programs. This includes topics such as early European history, The American
Revolution, Civil War and so on. Furthermore, cadets are given the possibility of
getting in shape and keeping a degree of personal fitness. The Sea Cadets and
NJROTC both have physical training programs to help cadets achieve this.
Participation in both programs also gives an increased probability of exercising
leadership potential and abilities.

In conclusion, the benefits of being in both the USNSCC and NJROTC are
compounded by each other. The unique experiences from advanced trainings
coupled by the day-to-day experiences from the NJROTC class give a new
experience to cadets. A great cadet in one program makes a great cadet in the
other and offers the experiences of that cadet to both.



